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Flavin, Martin THE ENCHANTED Harper 
$3.00 
Journey in the Dark won both the Harper and the Pulitzer prizes for Martin 
Flavin, Prior to that his Mr. Littlejohn was one of those word-of-mouth best sellers, 
over a long period, Now comes /he Enchanted, which is just as sharply individual a 
book and as different from the other two, as they were from each other, The only book 
to which I felt any basis of similarity was Richard Hughes’ Innocent Voyage- or High 
Wind in Jamatca, if you choose, without the bitterness that made one feel that Hughes 
didn’t really like children, even though he wrote about them so searchingly. Martin 
Flavin has written a fascinating book, with an elusive and eerie quality which stems 
from his convincing identification of his imagination with the fantasy world in which 
his little band of Spanish refugee children kept themselves from being swallowed up by 
the horrors that life handed out to them, First, a kind of peonage on a French farm, 
where the farmer's wife kept them in rags, half starved, when she was disappointed in 
not getting work out of them to the degree she'd counted on; then, a mad journey into 
the maws of war, Le Havre under attack, and escape by a fluke, as their escort, a 
priest, pushed them onto a shabby freighter departing in panic from death harbor; next, 
as passengers barely acknowledged, bound for the West Indies, only to find themselves 
sole survivors abandoned on 4 part of a shattered vessel, target of a U-boat; rescued 
by a one-legged African who tried vainly to establish some link of understanding with 
his charges on the hell-boat which the children saw as a fairy ship because of its 
strange rigging and its stranger crew, Storm and violence - death and shipwreck - and 
the children with their odd guardian find themselves modern Robinson Crusoes on a 
tropical beach, with a jungle shutting them off from the world. There- in Garden of 
Eden simplicity the children grow out of childhood. Martin Flavin sustains the note 
of unreality, while drawing in his characters in sharp outline, the undertones and 
overtones suggested rather than emphasized, so that one is caught into the wed of 
their dreams, their rationalizations- even to the point of accepting as inevitable 
the fading of the one into the other at the end, The book has a magic quality - per- 
sonally, I liked it better than anything else he has done. But it's a book that should 
be read to be sold; it's not everyone's meat. Martin Flavin‘s name will catch atten- 
tion- but it is Flavin in a new vein, Illustrated by Cyrus LeRoy Baldridge. 


TWO DARK HORSES 
March 13 


Wynd, Oswald BLACK FOUNTAINS re 
75 
Winner of Doubleday’s $20,000 prize - and an exceedingly interesting and often 
revealing book, introducing a new talent, immature and amateurish at times, but fresh 
and exciting in mech of what he has to say. Here- in terms of one American-educated 
Japanese girl’s reactions, fears, hates, loves, is a Japan we do not know- the Japan 
that accepted the bonds of belonging while hating what Japan had come to stand for, 
Wynd was a prisoner of the Japanese; he was able to see both sides. The story opens 
in the Fall of 1938, as Qmi, returning to Japan after five years of freedom, attempts 
to uproot what holds her to America and to find herself again in a Japan she dreads 
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and fights. She finds within herself conflicts she had not dreamed existed- she resists 
her parents' determination to gain submission and acceptance, both of ways of thought and 
ways of living. Wynd has used a sort of stream of consciousness device to take the read- 
er into the minds of his characters, while paralleling this with narrative, dialogue, 
description, which forward his story. Qmi resists- and then takes on her own terms the 
plan for marriage with Ishii; she finds unsuspected richness- and equally unplumbed 
doubts in that marriage, as Ishii becomes involved in his strange sadistic uncle's under- 
ground plan for Resistance in Peace, a plan for undermining the foreign rule they know 

is inevitable after defeat. One gets the various points of view within Japan iteelf- 

the manipulation of propaganda instruments- one has almost a sense of seeing the machin- 
ery of their minds in action, At the close, Ishii gives his life that Omi may save their 
people- as she takes the secret plan to the American authorities.,.. There has usually 
been difficulty in selling stories with a Japanese background; The Three: Bamboos in recent 
years overrode this. Now in Slack Fountains we have another chance to make a bid for 


understanding this strangely remote people. 
April 22 


Roy, Gabriel THE TIN FIWTE Reynal & bea hy 
3,00 

Literary Guild selection for May will give impetus to this novel of French ) 
Canada, a novel that gives us an inside picture of those people who have managed through 
generations to keep unto themselves, even when swept into war and the conflict of dual 
loyalties, This is a story of little people in Montreal's Saint-Henri, of poverty that 
destroyed the heart and soul, of brief encounter, opening doors to a better world. The 
time is shortly before the fall of France - and with that fall imminent, a whipping into 
frenzy of nationalist spirit- be it French or British- and the resultant enlistments, 
proving only too often an artificial escape from boredom, from unemployment, from pauper- 
ism, Against this unstable setting is told the story of Florentine, who worked at the 
Five and Ten, and who thought that in Jean Levesque she had found escape from the tene- 
ment of her crowded home into the fire of that grand passion of movies and cheap novels. 
Florentine was different- but disillusionment, fear and a pathetic eagerness to put her 
home and family behind her, combine to break down the little prides she'd nourished.- 
And only at the end, when, having said goodbye to Emanuel who had saved her, she has 
another chance with Jean - and turns aside - she finds that once again her self esteem 
means more to her than the tawdry trimmings of passion, The writing is perceptive, 
vivid - the story marches - most of the characters live. 


Three Names that Mean Sales;:. Two Unknowns We Liked 


A new Conrad Richter, ALWAYS YOUNG AND FAIR and a new Robert Nathan, MR. WHITTLE AND 

THE MORNING STAR (both Knopf) with bids for their markets; another 7. H. White, THE 
ELEPHANT AND THE KANGAROO 'Putnam) for the: White fans; good woman's novel in Barbara 
Gilman's PURITAN IMAGE (Doubleday) and another in the DRAGONWYCK genre, THE DARK FAN- 
TASTIC by Margaret fkehard (also Doubleday) - these will find their market, given the 
breaks due them. We aren't so sure but what the 4¥GM award will make Mary Renault's 
RETURN TO NIGHT (Morrow) outstrip them - but that doesn't mean we like it. Reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Fictton 


March 1 


Stafford, Jean THE MOUNTAIN LION Harcourt, Brace 
$2.75 
The author of Boston Adventure with a second novel reenforcing her claim to 
attention on the score of ability to write well, But where many found Joston Adventure 
peculiarly satisfying in its muted emotional power, fhe Mountain Lion may leave them 
shuddering a bit at this writer's coldly analytical dismemberment of the mysteries of 
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childhood and adolescence. As I read of Molly and Ralph, misfits in a household where 
pretensions of gentility mattered more than the realities, and of how they found them- 
selves in the freedom of their uncle's Colorado ranch, I found myself contrasting the 
bitterness of this tale with the poignance of Rumer Godden's /he River. There's a 
fragmentary quality - a capturing brief months of childhood at its most tragic period 
of growth - an ability to leave on the memory sharp images - that links the two books, 
But where fhe River, in its very paucity of emphasis on the emotional levels, stirred 
me profoundly; fhe Mountain Lion managed to transfer its bitterness, to leave me with 
a bad taste in the mouth, but with a certain callous indifference, Nonetheless, once 
again one acknowledges that Jean Stafford is a writer to watch. 


March 10 


Bland, Clem BEHOLD A CRY Scribner 
$2.50 

A convincing portrait of Negroes against the rising racial and labor unrest 
of 1918, this however will not carry against the stronger, sharper writing of Richard 
Wright, of Ann Petry - and is at best only mildly moving. Here is the story of Ed Tyler, 
who liked high living and fancy women, and found them both in Chicago with Mamie, To 
avoid the draft, however, he brings his family up from the south, Phom with her simple, 
country ways, Dan and Son who are just learning that black is black and white is white. 
Moving them in to Mamie's apartment, Phom eventually makes Ed choose between Mamie and 
his family, gets him to move them to their own house, There Ed is restless, increasing 
in his bitterness against the whites, against the unions, until, after bringing a friend 
and his wife, Cleo, to live with them, he runs away with Cleo... The urbanization of the 
Negro, the incipient insistence on equal rights, patterning a personal story of moderate 
interest.. 


Carew, Dudley THE TAKEN TOWN ota 
2.50 

A first novel by an Englishman, this resolves in one week-end the reconversion 
and regeneration of a returning soldier, and, if of modest proportions, is at least a 
very finished performance, Robert Singleton, after a shabby childhood with few social 
or educational graces, missed out on the best part of his youth as the military took him 
at 18, He comes out of the war with his eye on the main chance and material success, 
This is offered when he gets a position with an automobile works where Robert advances 
shrewdly, successfully, and during a week-end with the Aldridges, his bosses, hopes to 
ensure his future with a plan which means mich money if little ethics, There he meets 
Catharine, a sculptor, older, experienced, who gives him his first incentive towards 
idealism, He falls in love with her- is rejected- but that does not deter him from 
starting over again, abandoning his plan, his job, for an unimown future,. In the British 
tradition, neatness of detail, niceties of phrase, for a story which is essentially minor, 


March 20 


Bernstein, Aline MISS CONDON Pg 
2.50 
With an extravagant elegance of decor (which runs to antiques, fine arts, Paris- 
ian couture and jewels) and a frailty of sensibility which is equally extreme, this tells 
the story of Miss Condon who became Mrs, Charles Ames, Jennie Condon, young, inexperi- 
enced, marries older Charles Ames, largely out of affection and dependence. Only as 
Charles has reached substantial success as an impressario does she become restless in 
her luxurious, celebrity-ridden life, and during a retreat to the Riviera, she meets 
Zachary Farle, There- as Miss Condon- the dour lonely New Englander attracts her, and- 
carried off her feet- she goes through a civil marriage ceremomy. Next day she leaves 
for America- and Charles- and only three months later admits her sin to Zachary. Without 
turning a hair, he drives her from the house; Charles takes her back, smoothes the 
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acknowledgment and atonement of her “indiscretion” - and “for many years she woke up cry- 
ing out in anguish”, ... What would you say that proved? 


March 20 
Richter, Conrad ALWAYS YOUNG AND FAIR Knopf 
$2.00 
# A novelette which is sure to be compared with Willa Cather's 4 Lost Lady- 


not unjustifiably, though (for this reader) it is definitely a minor work, The story 
spans two wars,- the Spanish-American War and the First World War- in a small town in 
northern Pennsylvania, The feel of the town is there, from the flag waving as heroes 
come and go, to the holier-than-thou detachment when one of their number steps out of 
the role cast for her, only to be branded until ~ by a dramatic gesture- she cancels 
out the past. There is an odd aura of detachment as the unfolding of the theme is 
given through a youth who had grown from boyhood to manhood, again and again serving 

as go-between for his adored older Cousin Imcy. It was he who took her the telegram 
announcing the death of Tom, to whom she was engaged (chiefly because Will, whom she 
really loved, was too procrastinating), But because Tom had died a hero in the Phil- 
ippines - and Will comes home safe, Cousin Incy elects the role of gentle martyr, with- 
drawn from life to worship at the shrine of the dead. In this role she grows old, be- 
coming a “character™ in the commnity, and Will - after the fiasco of almost getting 
her to the alter as a bride- becomes a crusty old bachelor, Jolted out of her illus- 
ions, lucy undergoes a transformation- and attempts to win Will back, But only a fire- 
and the flaunting of her ignominy before the commnity - persuades Will to take the 
chance again, But it is too late- lucy has married an old man, a broken man - and at 
the end, the veil of her pretense is torn away- the truth mown, A new type of story 
for Conrad Richter, but done with a sure touch, fine technique. 


Lemarchand, Jacques PARENTHESIS Knopf 
$2.50 
Dominique, refusing to admit his real reason for returning to his old home 
after an absence of ten years, wanders about, acquainting himself anew with reminders 
of the past. Finally, he gathers up courage to call upon his brother in the old home- 
stead, and finds that family antagonisms have survived the years. But he learns one 
thing- that the girl he had jilted is still unwed - and he realizes that a desire to 
recapture the poignancy of his youth is behind his return, Against advice, he goes to 
see her, only to find that she is having tea with her new fiance’, Gerard. On Anna- 
Marie's leaving them together, Gerard demands Dominique's reasons for coming back, and 
refusing to explain, Dominique pretends that homosexuality was his reason for jilting 
her ten years before... A strange but oddly holding searching of a man's mind- a mind 
that has something of the child in the adult, as, for example in Morley'es Thunder on 
the Left. An ambling story, composite of moods and sensory values, almost Joycian in 
word flow, While Lemarchand reveals a leaning towards existentialism, Parenthesis 
is in no way a novel in that genre. Its occasional sombreness is lightened by a charm- 


ing gift of humorous phrase, 





March 24 


Nathan, Robert MR, WHITTLE AND THE MORNING STAR Knopf 
$2.00 
Mr, Whittle was a dry little history professor, who suddenly shocked his listen- 
ers into awareness that he was predicting the immediate end of the world, But the very 
idea of life coming to dead stop precipitated all sorts of aberrations- and irritations. 
Mr, Whittle found a certain vapid young creature in his classes tantalizingly attractive; 
Mre, Whittle allowed her neighbor to kiss her goodnight- and a happy marriage almost 
crashed on unsuspected shoals, This is a bit off Robert Nathan's usual near-fantasy 
track, but the story, even so, seems told on a level of half dream, with a thinly veiled 
undertone of satiric comment on the accepted mores, Not Nathan at his best. 
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March 27 


Wells, Evelyn JED BLAINE’S WOMAN ee >: 
3.00 

Distinctly distaff fare, despite its backgrounding in the era of the West of 
the Gold Rush. From a Tory home, small, rich chaste Keziah Denridge, learning of her 
father's pending second marriage, tries to run away to school, and ends by finding 
herself on one of her father's ships, married=- she hopes- to Jedediah Blaine, who sets 
out to teach her the distinction between passion and prudery. Hoping to bring him to 
heel, to assert her own superiority over her body's weakness, to win the whip-hand in 
their marriage, Keziah works out her resentment with restrained impudence. She follows 
Jedediah through the California gold rush, sees his star rise through gambling, fighting 
politics and the coming of the railroad. A woman's angle on the adjustments from an 
authoritative home to the open West. 


pied 
March??? 4/7 


Lockwood, Myna THE DAGGER AND THE CUP paaesay 
3.00 
An exploration of the various backgrounds that influenced John Morrel's rise 
to fame, and his marriage. In a penetrating novel of artistic circles in New York of 
the late '20's, John Morrel is shown helped along his way as a painter by Noyhen, self- 
styled Indian Princess, by art critic Ann, by Lilli, frankly bitchy - and then betray- 
ing their sense of possessiveness by marrying Mary White, from Iowa, whose love for him 
withstands all barbs. Noyhen and Lilli work first to ruin his reputation as a painter 
- and to prove Mary impossible in her simplicity. Ann, out to protect Mary, and modern- 
ist Joshua determined to untangle all lies, try to divert the scabrous teamwork of John's 
devotees. And John, immersed in the championship of classic painting against modern 
styles,pays for the mounting tension in madness and suicide. Strange behaviours and 
their motivation - with Mary’s integrity a good foil for John’s monomania. Dawn Powell 
touches in petticoat pettiness give the picture a certain sparkle. 


apr /9 


Wiechert, Ernst THE GIRL AND THE FERRYMAN Pilot Fee 
; 20D 

A translation from the German in a story of the river and wood and the search 
of the ferryman, Jurgen, for peace- from his dead wife, from the fear and hatred of his 
neighbors. This is almost granted him in his new wife, Marte, but she with her conver= 
sion to Mormonism, through an American missionary, Maclean, in fear of Maclean‘’s curse, 
loses their first child, refuses to join the emigrant party to the United States. Through 
winter, thaw, through floods and drought and famine, Marte and Jurgen try to work out 
their destiny. Then Marte murders the missionary - and her childlike giant of a husband 
stands by her, with his earthy wisdom, gentle kindness, as they await the coming of their 
second child...Slow tide, quiet- if frail reading. 


Aprilan <¢ 
Gilman, Barbara PURITAN IMAGE a 
2.50 
° For the market of Helen Howe's We Happy Few . put with less disparagement, 


less satire, more sympathy, with less heaa and more heart - this is a story of a disrupt- 
ed marriage. Modern mores and morals, are set against the Bostonian concepts of gentil- 
ity and convention in the story of Prue, who after twenty years of marriage to Bob, whom 
she had supported since he lost his money in 1929, finds her marriage breaking up when 
sex, Bob's panacea for all problems, no longer covers for him. Prue, who had made a 
success in business (an irritant to her marriage), opens a shop in the face of her mother's 
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disapproval, and carries her three children through their father's desertion. Once 
burnec, Prue fights her attraction for rough Irish Flaugherty, but after her mother's 
death, realizes her need for him equals his for her...An intelligent first novel, which 
includes some silken sex. Women should like this very well. 


April 11 


White, T. H. THE ELEPHANT AND THE KANGAROO : pore 
2075 
The Announcement by the Archangel Michael of the coming of a second flood 
brings into play all the theories, and their practice, of scientifically minded English 
Mr. White, as he sets about building an ark on an Irish farm. With his landlords, Mike 
and Mrs. O'Callaghan, and their ability to mishandle his plans, Mr. White encounters 
a series of cyclonic problems in attempting to carry out his projects;- the choice of 
animals, necessary cargo and the stupendous job of converting an old barn into an ark. 
There is the bitterly contemptuous attitude of the town, the strange misadventures - 
before and after the flood - and the promise the rainbow brings as they are picked up at 
sea. A stinging commentary on the contrasts of English and Gaelic character, a preoccu- 
pation with encyclopedic detail, this is perhaps not as happy, but a madder flight of 
fancy than earlier books, lacking wide appeal. 


April 16 


Renault, Mary RETURN TO NIGHT } Morrow 

| $ar75—- 3 O° 

A continuous and unrestrained emotionalism predicts a certain popularity for - 
this rather surprising choice as this year's MGM award. As a novel it is both more sim- 
plified and less subtle than her last book, 7he Middle Mist.... Hilary Mansell, whose 
sensitivity to discrimination against her as a woman doctor is not eased when a lover 
gets the post she coveted, takes over a country practice in the Cotswolds. Her first 
provocative case, Julian, arouses a personal as well as professional concern. Julian, 
younger than Hilary, just down from Oxford, wants to be an actor but is stalled by his 
dominating, patronizing mother, who will not countenance it. He falls in love with 
Hilary and the affair goes on for some months, worn down often by the aggravation of 
shame, of secrecy, of Julian's weakness, until a climax is reached when scandal breaks, 
and Julian's mother discloses the shoddy story of Julian's paternity. Julian, attempt- 
ing suicide, is saved by Hilary, who recognizes that his immaturity is her obligation... 
Not without glamour and fervor, this might well go over with a wide feminine audience, 
but not with discriminating readers. 


April 22 


Kessel, Joseph SIROCCO Random House 
, $2.50 
There's none of the quiet tragedy of Army of Shadows (Knopf 1944) in this 
sultry tricornered tale of the desert where men are men and women only passing sport. 
Hippolyte, half French, half native, with his own particular code of fearlessness, reck- 
lessness and defiance, is sent up to Beirut to serve under Major Feroud, who for the 


first time, with his alternate identity as Mehamet Pasha, inspires fear and admiration 


in Hippolyte. Falling from grace, Hippolyte goes into town, there engages in an affair 
with a dancing girl of 15, Violette, uses her at will, only to find that Feroud is also 
her lover and the victim of his passion. Filled with disgust and disillusion, Hippolyte 
goes to kill the man he had worshipped, remains to ridicule, but cannot destroy Mehamet's 
emotional enslavement to Violette, until he kills her, and the two men are freed to con- 
tinue their careers...The combination of sex and savagery characteristic of his earlier 
novels is there- but we question this appeal to an American audience. 
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April 23 


Innes, Hammond FIRE IN THE SNOW Harper 
, $2.50 
Action-packed melodrana, mostly on skiis and in Alpine territory, with all ‘i 
the ingredients for good fireside thriller. Neil Blair, broke and out of the army, 
bumps into Engles, late of English intelligence, at present big-wig direct of K. M. 
Studios. He offers Neil 100 pounds a month and a script writing job in the Dolomites- 
as cover for a job of fancy keyholing. Joe Wesson, photographer, goes along to lend 
authenticity to the front,and Neil is further equipped with a picture of an Italian 
pinup girl, inscribed "To Hendrick=Love Carla". Once in Col da Varda he runs into an 
odd assortment of people, motivated by greed for gold:- Carla in person and her gang- 
ster-pimp, Valdini; Mayne, an Irish deserter; Keramikos, a Nazi-Greek. Engles arrives 
just in time for murders and arson, from which Neil and Joe, shot with luck, escape, 
while Engles hold death off as he types the title of the film he wants Neil to do. 
Thriller de luxe- Kay Boyle adventure story market. 
Molnar, Maria KATIKA 4/4 Harper 
$2.75 
- Musical memoirs in fictional form, which retrace happier days and the high- 
hearted experiences of Katika. She married Peter Ambrozy at 18, toured as a member of 
his quartet; roasted her first chicken in Paris- complete with insides; had trouble with 
Erik's ladies, as they disentangle him from a mother-to-be and adopt the baby; went to 
America, Russia, Spain, the continent again where Otto is the willing victim of. Frou 
Frou; has a baby in Budapest, and so on. The quartet breaks up as Frou Frou accomplishes 
Otto's breakdown, and the war destroys old ties. Peter takes a position in an American 
university...From the gay and irresponsible vie boheme, to soberer, sadder moments, these 
episodes have a pleasant frivolity, sentimentality, if no great importance. 


Pedrick, Jean THE FASCINATION Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 
A first novel, more than a little reminiscent of Carson McCullers in its in- 
direct, illusionary, fragmentary technique, its concern with mood, largely melancholic. 
Here are the "“fascinations" of Ellen:- Rod, her first cousin, to the shaming disgust of 
her neurotic mother; Joe, laborer in her father’s mills, with whom she spends a night 
drunk on dago red; then in Boston, Lennie Thompson, barroom pianist, whom she picks up 
in a cheap bistro. Lennie is crippled and bitter, brutal; he had driven Alice, dance 
partner of happier days, away to a Negro copper, Gabe, and when Gabe is killed, Lennie 
turns from Ellen, back to Alice... There's some rather interesting imagist writing here 
with stylistic rather than external properties. Public Libraries-watch out. 


Apri otf 6/19 


Echard, Margaret THE DARK FANTASTIC Doubleday 
) $2.50 
* Strong story values, with regional, period contours, which returns to Indiana, 


in the decade following the Civil War. The central figure is a woman who was to be 
destroyed by the forces of evil and the uncanny she had used against another, Judith 
Amory. Judith, after a casual, chance acquaintance with Richard Tomlinson, forces his 
hand to get a school-teaching job at Timberley, and becomes a guest at his house. With 
quiet ruthlessness she proceeds against Abigail, Richard's invalid wife, whose jealousy 
of Thorne, adopted daughter, is only equalled by her fears of Thorne'’s withcraft. Abi- 
gail®’s death is deliberately contrived by Judith, who in short order marries Richard 
and faces the corporate unity of the Tomlinsons, and particularly Richard's protective 
partisanship of Thorne. Increasingly a victim of hysteria, Judith patterns the tortures 
of her predecessor, and dies by her own hand. Romantic drama, in sustained portrayal- 
which will appeal to the many who liked Dragonwyck- Strange Woman, etc. 






































» nett - 






February 15, 1947 Fiction 
April 2h 


Taylor, Robert Lewis ADRIFT IN A BONEYARD ~~ 

2.00 
Spoof to fantasy, in which world disaster leaves only four people alive in 

the United States, and proves that Mr. Robinson is a valiant soul, even to finding a 

safe home for his wife, maid and maid's son..Entrenched in a ‘feudal New York castle, 

(equipped with. Diesel and deep freeze) he is ready to fend off the remaining animals, 

but is forced to move when the dogs go wild and the house burns down. Paradise in 

Florida is lost when they are compelled to search Europe for two other survivors. When 

another storm occurs that may have restored the normal world, a final decision is reached 

and they decide to abandon what civilization persists. Flight of fantasy, which does not 

get completely grounded in spite of its scope which projects a 195 -- possibility in 

polite, casual barbs against the conventions, customs, cliches’ of our times. Some feel- 

ing parodies on current thinking, literature, and moments of contemporary madness have 

an astringent freshness. Escape while you may theme- slight, with bite. (Lacks the 

integration of Mr. Adam,- but cuts below the surface. For that market.) 


Waters, Frank THE YOGI OF COCKROACH COURT (ini (/d» nipabart 
2.75 


How decide the market for a milieu of a borderfront town's bordellos, per- 
centage girls, and their men? On the other hand, the provocative picture of a Chinaman, 
Tai Ling, who aspires to Yogi impersonality, working out his destiny against such a sett- 
ing, has a certain freshness. So- here it is- the story of Tai Ling and his foundling, 
Barby; the complications of Guadalupe, who rose from dancehall to resort dancer, even- 
tually realizing her Lesbianism; old Oakie and her hold over Guadalupe; faithful Sal and 
her acid-fresh realities - all confuse Tai Ling's attempts to attain his ambition. He 
is caught in opium smuggling, in bringing workers across the border - and he ends his 
days, according to news headlines, as a desperado, a Tong leader, when actually his 
incentive had been to follow his particular star...Sharp contrast of the spiritual ver- 
sus the real, in which a gentle Chinese suffers for &ll...Ban-able for bluenoses. 


Aprii-2? S)ib 


Athas, Dephne THE WEATHER OF THE HEART } eo 
3700 2, 

A first novel which achieves a rather morose mark of distinction, and against 
the lonely, inbred background of coastal Maine, contrasts a story of New England purit- 
anism and primeval forces. Eliza Wall, in whom prurience had been sternly established 
in childhood by her father, falls in love with one-eyed, sullen, silent, violent Clew 
Moreau, of shiftless French-Canadian stock. In spite of guilt and gossip, Eliza con- 
tinues to meet Claw, and when town and family hostilities reach a climax, she runs away 
with him. Both return-Eliza to go away for a time wntil the scandal subsides, while 
Claw, in revenge, manages an abusive relationship with her younger sister....Heavy with 
a hell-bent emotionalism which affects Claw- and Eliza- most peculiarly at times, this 
is ambitious rather than persuasive. Limited appeal. 


Lowry, Robert THE BIG CAGE ae 
2075 
The author of the hardhitting Casualty (New Directions- see P. 529) writes 
of a youthful dedication with energy, some feeling for autobiography, and a telling 
honesty. Robert Black, a laborer's son, in Cincinnati, is early to devote himself to 
reading, becomes a self-determined writer. He lives in the world of his characters; 
his writing attains greater maturity than he; his immaturity to live in reality spoils 
his contacts. An enraged visit to a psychiatrist and unusual honors at the University 
follow and then Bob is enmeshed by his infatuation for Nancy. With her he hitchhikes 
across the country only to lose her when she returns to her husband, while he continues 


the trip alone. 
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Through the South he meets violence, intolerance, perversions, jail; at last in New York 
~ ' he comes into the knowledge he has never really escaped, that in all the worlds on the 
@ move, he is free only in his own home town....A realistic to natural self-exposure, in 
which posturing vies with sincerity, and the shell of authorship is broken by maturity. 
Exuberant vitality, some cutting satire, this reflects the writing period of the ‘20's, 
the midwest cultural scene as a background for a personal crusade. An interesting - 
though by no means surely popular- book. 






































Cournos, John & Norton, Sybil-£ds. BEST WORLD SHORT STORIES 5 19h7 b / “Appleton-Century 
- 3.00 

A collection of contemporary short stories, authored in the main, by writers 
who have a book or more to their credit, although none have achieved too wide familiar- 
ity. From Ciro Alegria's touching story of the killing of a mother monkey, to Rhys 
Davies’ thwarted trumpeter, others included are Welsh Cledwyn Hughes, Russian Ilya Eh- 
renburg, English Gerald Kersh and Denton Welch, American Irwin Shaw, and Chinese Lau 
Shaw, and many others. Representative representation of newer names of international, 
intellectual distinction..not necessarily big sales names in times when the market seems 
surfeited with anthologies. (Note:- Do not confuse with World Publishing Company's 
Great Short Stories of the World, edited by Clark & Lieber.) 


Last 4inute Arrivals-Practically Published 


Abelson, Ann ANGELS METAL Harcourt, are 
2.50 
With no , gemuflections to Catholic education, teaching or precepts for the 
young, this is an essentially human story of the girls of St. Mary Regina, and particu- 
larly of two of them,-rebellious Nancy, who was a law unto herself, and whose life 
& was to be a short one=- and Helen who was Italian, and who followed Nancy's lead in clash- 
ing with authority in every form, teaching, lay and secular. It was Nancy Dr. Marvin 
loved; but when she did it was Helen he married, and her one spark of veracity broke 
through when the war brought her a chance she craved in business, and she chose to bid 
for success rather than stay with a blinded husband. This is a story that has its faults 
of overwriting, but that bears evidence of sincerity, of sound understanding of feminine 
psychology - and that makes no bones about denominational bias. Nonetheless, I can 
think of no other as vital a picture of life in a Catholic school, of their muddled, in- 
choate adolescence emerging into maturity. (2/27) 


Ponsonby, Doris IF MY ARMS COULD HOLD mea 
3-00 
Bath in its heyday of fashion and wit, with Beau Nash holding court, is the 
setting for this historical romance. Here live the Lucymains:- Hannah, the eldest, 
forced into a loveless marriage with wealthy old Sir Hugh, to pay her father's gambling 
debts; Tony, only son and heir, a coward, who redeems himself by dying defending his 
sister's name; Carlie, youngest and prettiest of the lot, whose infatuation for hand- 
some Miles is too hard and long a struggle for the too obvious union at the end. The 
father falls deeper into debt; Carlie becomes a governess, then a hostess in a popular 
gambling room...all very shocking. A fleeting impression of old Bath is not enough to 
redeem the novel of its perforation of banalities, its too evident derivation from the 


pattern of Pride and Prejudice. (2/21) 







Announcing a Reissue 





Wells, H. G. THE TIME MACHINE ee” 2073 
2.79 
W. A. Dwiggins has illustrated this new edition of one of Wells’ most famous 
stories, previously available only in a high-priced limited edition. (2/28) 
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March 17 


Collins, Mary DEATH WARMED OVER ee 
$2.50 
Mrs. Jane Jeffries, Navy wife and working girl, learns that murder is no Junior 
League Clambake as a Los Angeles boarding house, with an assortment of roomers and rumors 
goes slowly to pieces in a triple mrder case. Police investigation rakes up old fires, 
scandals, gossip, and Jane discovers, the hard way, that solo sleuthing «ds up in 
dangerous satisfaction, Some fresher angles for accustomed petticoat palaver, 


April 10 


MacDonald, William Colt MASTER OF THE MESA es, 
. 00 
A saga of Western vengeance as Whitlock, to bring about the downfall of merci- 
less Nielson, kidnaps Nielson's baby boy, keeps the child to wreak his revenge, Nielson, 
forced to raise a girl, meets his match in his grown son as they, ignorant of their re- 
lationship, battle out a rodeo, the romance between the boy and Nielson's “daughter”, 
and the finals in the struggle between Whitlock and Nielson, A few new twists here, 


April 16 


Mayor, Dorothy J. IT'S AN ILL WILL M, S, Mill 
7 $2.50 
Feminine fracas in which Judith, rich and frightened by the husband she be- 
lieves is trving to kill her, breaks his sequestration of her by staging a houseparty at 
which scm pretty indiscriminate homicide results, With her friend, Don, the two survive 
further attempte to kill, expose the killer, No great shakes- or for that matter shivers, 


Paortreas Mwicel 12 


Bishop, Curtis SHADOW RANGE Macmillan 

| $2.00 
* Prime cut, with all the fixings, as the cattle country's darkest years sees one 
Texas valley threatened when the ranchers find no market for their cows, and three combine 
to bring further ruin, Ben Anthony, with the money to buck the opposition, sees the 
ranchers through and a doublecross from within, a stampede from without puts an end to 
the trio and the ranchers' troubles, Handsome, 


April 24 


Leslie, Jean THREE CORNERED MURDFR | Doudleday 
$2.00 
The further non-professorial, non-professional conduct of a murder inquiry- and 
his romance with Mara- by Peter Ponsonby, as to get a roof over his head he sleuths the 
shooting of a payoff man in a Los Angeles beach town. Gunned for by police and politicos 
alike, Peter witnesses two further killings, solves his crime and his housing situation. 


Not the best in this series but passably pleasant, 


Gruber, Frank THE HONEST DEALER Rinehart 
$2.00 
Johnny Fletcher, and his untrounced Sam Cragg, play detectives again when they 
find a dying man in Deeth Valley, and trace down his secret in las Vegas. Gambling, 
murders, and blondes, Johnny riding his luck against an understanding policeman, in and 
out of the chips- this is fairly ABC if you don't take your eyes off the cards. 














pemaeery: 295. 29% NON-FICTION -113- 


No MUST BOOKS- One DARK HORSE 


March 20 
Graham, Shirley THERE WAS ONCE A SLAVE: deroic Story of Frederick Douglass Messner 
$3.00 
* This is one of the most dramatic and romantic stories of America's history, 


the story of a Negro slave who became one of the spearheads of emancipation, one of the 
vital forces of his time - a time when no Negro on the American continent had dared be 
what he made himself, a forthright spokesman for his people in bondage, The story of 
his early years, trained as a personal servant, shunted into the fields because his 
smatterings of learning frightened his master - his apprenticeship on another planta- 
tion, his exile to a brutal white man who “broke” the spirit of recalcitrant slaves, 
his successive attempts and final success in achieving the freedom - it reads like a 
novel, amd an absorbing one, Douglass became the friend of great men,- Garrison and 
John Brown, Ingersoll and Sumer, Abraham Lincoln; and in Europe, Daniel O'Connell in 
Ireland, England's John Bright, Cobden, Peel, - all who had the zeal of freedom's cause 
at heart, He preached that cause to listeners in all ranks in Europe- he won a unique 
place for himself in New Ingland, in New York state, everywhere he could go, He spoke 
out against the Missouri Compromise, the Dred Scott decision, and- on the other side, 
he differed openly with John Brown's determination to oppose force to the federal 
government, Douglass was a force to reckon with wherever he backed a cause- he was 

one of the earliest advocates of woman's suffrage. His personal story runs like a 
thread throughout the story of his battle for the right, and in these pages he comes 

to life as a human being.... As winner of the $6500 Messner award for the best book 
combating intolerance, this book will get special attention in the press and good back- 
ing in promotion and advertising. Perhaps intolerance is best met by knowledge, and 
this book throws light on a dark page of history - and as a novel, has the vitality of 
Irving Stone's biographical novels.... Selection of the Book Find Club. 


Two Good Bets-Don't Miss Them 


Colorful saga of political history tn TOM'S TOWN, by William keddig (Lippincott) and 
a revealing- though controversial- book about India, I'VE SHED HY TEARS by DF. taraka 
(Appleton-Century). See pages following for reports... 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
March 17 


Lloyd, J.A.T. FYODOR DOSTOEVSKY - ~~ 
5.50 
Lloyd has set out to prove that Dostoevsky, the man, is inextricably inter- 
woven with the products of his mind as a novelist - and he has written an expanded bio- 
graphy through virtually weaving into a more or less integrated whole successive pass- 
ages from his novels and diaries, For one who is unfamiliar with either the life story 
or the writings of Dostoevsky, this method is tantalizingly episodic, fragmentary and 
confusing, One gets a bit here about a bitter childhood with a drunken father, who was 
ultimately mrdered by his own peasants, One gets a brief glimpse of an unhappy army 
experience, One gets flashes of the difficult road to success, He lived the stories 
he wrote:- The Idiot, Crime and Punishment (nis exile to Siberia), The Brothers Karama- 
zov, The Gambler, etc, Lloyd shows him as an over-sensitive writer, labelled a propag- 
andist and often compared to Dickens; he discusses his interest in psychology, his aware- 
ness of his own persecution complex, and so on, The facts of his life are listed rather 
drily, with extensive passages from Dostoevsky intervening. Frankly, I think the better 
bet would be to read the novels themselves, (See P. 22 for Lavrin’s DOSTOEVSKY-Macmillan) 
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March 19 









Pryor, William C. THE LAZY GARDENER | Longmans , rage 
3,00 

A beguiling sort of gardening book, but misleading- if one really thinks it 
will chart the way to lazy gardening. What it comes down to is that an ardent gardener 
may find short cuts- here or elsewhere- but will use the time only to do something else, 
to make the garden bigger and better. This book has endless information packed into its 
chattiness, but it wont be an easy book to use. The emphasis is on preparation- later 
on mulching. There's a lot about what to grow and where. The focus is on gardening in 
the small plot at the northern Virginia geographical level. Every phase of small garden- 
ing is touched upon,- soil preparation, annuals, perennials, shrubs, wild gardening, and- 
sketchily- vines, trees, herbs. Excellent lists at the end. And- we truste=- an adequate 
index. 












March 20 







Binkley, W.£. PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS rig 
4.00 

A comprehensive survey of the relationship of the President and Congress to 
"put to rest a great deal of loose chatter as to what is what and what is not constitu- 
tional", This, with considerable source and reference material, shows the authority of 
the Executive, the pattern of administration, through the successive terms where either 
Executive - or Legislature- was stronger, and as issues and controversies challenged and 
changed the nature of government. From Washington, through the Federalists and the stat- 
us of the political party, to their decline and the rise of the Jeffersonian Republican- 
ism; the Jacksonian Revolution, and the veto first used as a means of party warfare; the 
emergence of a strong executive - and by 1850- of a two party system; Lincoln, and the 
reaction after his death; the ineptitude of Grant; Congressional party government with 
Harrison; and finally the leadership of McKinley, the “tribunes of the people"=- the two 
Roosevelts and Wilson who translated public feelings into legislative enactments and 
governmental policies... This is a revision of a book entitled"The Powers of the Pres- 
ident. The market is largely for students of political history and science, 

























DeQuille, Dan (William Wright ) THE BIG BONANZA Knopf 
; $5.00 

With California's centenary not far away, Knopf is launching a California 
series with a re-issue of this contemporary account of Nevada mining, which assembles 
extensive material on all aspects of the discoveries, early adventures, the great and 
famous mines, the stories and biographies of prospectors and proprietors. In the style 
of the period, here is the chronicle of the ignorance of the metal (silver), its waste 
until its value was learned, the early methods of mining, the dangers and disasters, 
the growth of mining towns, the coming of the railroad, the life of the people, the 
queer characters attracted by "the big bonanza", the coming of great fortunes, the 
manipulation of stock - all in all a detailed saga of silver, Plenty of Indians, 
Chinese, mining tricks, battles, saloons, rats and ghosts, ventilation, fires, claims 
and curiosities of all kinds, with the story culminating in Virginia City's fire of 

1875. Specialized item-illustrated with contemporary drawings. 
















Eisenberg, Philip WHY WE ACT AS WE DO roy ia 
| 3,00 
Odd that there should be another book so similar to Barrows’ Aan Against Myth 
(Little, Brown- P.96) which covers this field of popular misconceptions, in this book in 
more general terms, The personal and social problems of group to individual thinking, 
@& as it affects daily life, which-in its limits- covers the basic discoveries of psychol- 
ogy and social science. Human nature in non-agreement with scientific facts; behaviour 
from ape controls; children's unbiased lives; the impact of society to the importance 
of the family; the criteria of individual to commnal thinking; the origins of prejudice 
and influence of false propaganda; the antidotes of corrective education, and the results 
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of healthy mentalities- these are some of the subjects discussed, A broader gauged, 

more popular book than the Barrows’, and it should be read widely by people who would 
profit by it (they probably wont read it unfortunately). Spot illustrations keep up 

the illusion of a lighter tone, 


Merch 26 6/4 


Gilbert, G.M. NUREMBERG DIARY | Farrar, Straus 

» $5.00 L- 

An American psychiatrist records, in minute and ugly detail, the comments, 

attitudes, conversations and psychopathic tendencies of the Nazi defendants at Nuremberg, 
Dr. Gilbert's method is simply to outline briefly the current court action and to report 
at length, often with tiresome repetition, the reaction of the defendants, The diary 
reveals in vivid detail the warped minds of the Nazi hierarchy, the moral cowardice of 
Goering, the hysterical guilt complex of Frank, the simpering stupidity of Ribbentrop, 
the self-righteousness of Von Papen and Schacht, the pornography of Streicher, the utter 
mental deterioration of Hess, the perverted morality of the militarists, and so on, The 
most striking revelation of the whole diary is the absolute power of Goering over his 
fellow defendants and his near-successful attempt to coerce them into building a Hitler- 
Goering myth, An extensive, perceptive psychiatric record of Nazi officialdom on trial, 
of historical significance despite the author's evident non-objectivity. 


March 22. 4) |! 


Frye, William SHALL: CITIZEN SOLDIER see gata 
; 3.75 

Last Fall saw the publication of Jogether by Katherine T, Marshall (unfortun- 
ately, it was printed by a firm that has not heretofore done trade books, so many people 
missed it), That was a very personal human document, while this new one is more objec- 
tive, Frye takes up Marshall's distinguished heritage, his boyhood, his years at V.M,I., 
his first marriage, and then treate in greater detail his Army career,- the Philippines, 
China, France as a greatly admired Staff Officer in World War I, his military philosophy, 
a brief- oh so politic, discussion of his not too friendly relations with MacArthur, his 
job as Chief of Staff, and a hasty last chapter bringing things up to date with his 
mission in China and his appointment as Secretary of State. Inclined to be precious on 
personal details of Marshall's life, boyhood anecdotes and his superhuman genius for 
military administration, the book shines brightest in its frank discussion of Army phil- 
osophy, tactics, personalities, THE biography is still to come- this one is too spotty 
for full enjoyment- too unbalanced in its Pollyanna-ish portrait of a man without fault, 


Deep-River Jim's OUTDOOR GUIDE Didier “Sun Books” 
Paper $1.95 Cloth $2.50 

An anthology of pieces about the things that sportsmen are interested in, bits 
about nature, camping, hunting, boating, fishing, about grub in the woods, about equip- 
ment, about the little things that happen to add color and drama, about how to do things 
and how to get the most out of the out-of-doors, Among names familiar to readers of 
outdoor magazines are Archibald Rutledge, Terry Frost, Merle Keith, Ted James, Colonel 
Sheldon, No literary pretensions in the main - many of the inclusions are done in the 
vernacular, But the whole is a good blend of tellable tales, practical facts. 

De Hegedus, Adam PATRIOTISM OR PEACE?“ / aie siine 
¢ 3, 

A scrutiny, analytical but non-therapeutic, of the dominant force today, 
nationalism which the author believes is the basic cause of wars. Here are the charac~ | 
teristics of “the bitch goddess- the nation state in which we live"; the attributes of 
race, of nationality; the growth of nationalism which today makes peace impossible; its 
universality on all levels; the problem of national minorities and the particular 
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problem.of the Jew, He takes up the three categories,- the masses, the “best people", 
and a third category of those who have access to truth, who influence public opinion but 
not to good advantage, The twin problems of politics and economics; the conditions of 
war, as power has come more and more into the hands of fewer and fewer states, each 
country acting in its own self interest. Against this he weighs the few factors that 
operate against nationalism,- education, science, and finally the one hope for resolu- 
tion in world federation or mlti-nationalism, operating under the Sphere of Interest 

or the Zone of Influence,... An incisive, unillusioned analysis, sobering rather than 
reassuring, for a serious market- for study and reference. 


April l 


Alsop, Guiielma F., APRIL IN THE BRANCHES ‘ee 
3.50 
A lyric account of the incredible wonders of a New England garden, as the 
author, a doctor, tells of manifestations from April through November, Here is the 
miraculous life, the lack of satiety in the seasonal changes of the garden's evolutian, 
the literary, historical and travel allusions, the procession of discoveries, the shape, 
color and sequence of the flowers, of the birds, the animals, the bees. The log tells 
of plant collecting, the lifting of the honey, gathering of seed, the first frost and 
putting the garden to bed; of the workers, friends, experiences in making the garden, 
of the adventures outside as they range to find additions for their hobby. A definite 
appeal for the indefatigable garden book reader, in the Beverley Nichols’ tradition. 


Decorations by John Shayn. ) 
Arpil 10 s/¥ 


Knedler, John Warren Jr.- fd. MASTERWORKS OF SCIENCE mp 
4.00 

This is part of a series making available to the modern reader key classics 
in field of philosophy, ecmomics, science, history, government, autobiography. This 
particular volume presents digests of works - thirteen in all- that every literate 
person knows~- by hearsay, Euclid, Archimedes, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, Dalton, 
Darwin, Iyell, Faraday, Mendel, Mendeleyev, Curie, Einstein - figures in science. that 
have changed and molded the world's thinking end being. Here, for the layman, in one 
volume, is the essence of their chief contribution to science, 


Maine, Harlow IF A MAN BE MAD er: 
3.00 
An autobiographical, anatomical personal history of a drunk, often on the 
borderline of insanity, whose many attempts at resurrection provide a knock-dowm, show~ 
ing-up of the cruelty, the contempt, or the indifference, the incompetence in the insti- 
tutions and sanatoria of today, for "if a man be mad, where can he find refuge”, This 
is his record, from childhood on through the two marriages which could not survive his 
drinking, and the various intervals in asylums, From the vicious institution in the 
mid-Pacific, to a midwestern “psychiatric” institution where paradehyde was the cure; 
to Bellewe (which he considers the best public hospital in America), to the Christian 
Inebriates Institute, to Alcoholics Anonymous, which could not hold “him - and finally 
to a job in 4 Veterans’ Administration hospital where the brutality of method forced 
his resignation, An account which is as harsh on the man as on the institutions,- 
medical, military, and state, lacks the intensity of the personal approach of 7he 
Lost Weekend or Snake Pit, but serves as a sober private and public indictment. 


Karig, Capt. Walter & BATTLE REPORT: Vol; III / <— Rinehart 
Purdon, Com'’d’r, Fric Patific War - Middle Phase $5.00 


This picks up where Pearl Harbor to Coral Sea left off, Once again it is 
virtually a blow by blow report, with a quality of eye witness on the spot reporting. 








|e 


‘ground in physics. The historical introduction - somewhat glib - reaches back to the 
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Occasionally the editors include personal stories - now short, now long, which add a 
flavor of human interest to the meticulous official record. From Coral Sea to Midway; 
the way back from defeat to victory by way of the Solomons, Savo, Makin (with the ex- 
ploits of Carlson's raiders) Santa Cruz, Guadalcanal, Russell Islands, Kula Gulf, Boug- 
ainville; and a final section devoted to the Aleutians campsrign. Important as record- 
but not as lively reading as the second volume ftlantic War. 


) | April 11 


Mooers, Calvin N. > Charlotte Davis _ ELECTRONICS Bobbs-Merrill 
; $2.50 
? New addition to the What Everyone Should Know series, this is really a book 
for adult education sections in Public Libraries and for young people with some back- 


earliest recorded experiments on static electricity, and forward to modern times. With 
the work of Fleming and DeForest the authors pick up the main body. The actual exposit- 
ion of electronic theory and its applications in radio, television, radar and indus- 
trial processes is a good lucid job of popularization. If the illustrations indicated 
in the galleys are all, they are too few to do justice to a relatively difficult subject. 


Conway, Ainslie & Frances THE ENCHANTED ISIANDS 2/27 ‘))) re 
3.50 

. A different panel in "worlds away" field, as the Conways - cbeying the migra- 
tory instinct=- prove how far they can travel minus money. Really greenhorns, they 
prepare for a trip to the Galapagos, learn the rules for trouble in the tropics, exper- 
ience conflicts with neighbors, problems of diets, social adventures. From Santiago 
they go to Floreana, where they live for four years, justify their belief in the 
realities of existence, enjoy even the weather. Strange unreal interludes from the 
outside, odd bits of information about past history and scandals, liven their island 
isolation. Governmental pre-war evacuation sends Frances home, while Ainslie is assig- , | 
ned to the Galapagos Air Base. Now- the war over- they've returned, for good... 
Intimate picture of a little known ‘hough: much publicized part of the world, in terms 
of daily living. 


April 14 


Parker, Don THE ABC OF HORSE RACING , Random House 
$2.00 SO 
A lively dope sheet in book form of the do's and don'ts of horse racing 
written by the sports editor of the New York Mirror. There's plenty of good “horse” 
sense in his advice and instructions on how to tackle the betting problem; there's a 
brief history of horse racing in America; there are many useful hints about track eti- 
quette and lingo. Informal style- good journalese - punctuated with anecdotes and hu- 
morous incidents in the world of the Sport of Kings. Some of his tales would top a 
fisherman any day. There are some sober down to earth facts- rules, glossary of terms, 
listing of tracks. There's a good deal about specific famous horses, trainers, jockeys- 
but the highest tribute is paid to "Big Red". There's a chapter on harness racing, 
All in all- a book for the fans. 


April 17 


Anthony, Norman WHAT TO DO UNTIL THE PSYCHIATRIST COMES Duell, Sloan & joe 
: 2.50 
This poor man's psychiatrist will tell you how to give first aid to the 

addled (glue for split personalities), how to classify your cases, interpret their 
dreams, liberate their libidos, psychoanalyze yourself and others - complete with il- 
lustrated cures, and a dictionary of terms (angina divorcis, hearth trouble, fetish- 
plum, etc.) Never very funny, but you can't turn down a guy trying as hard as this... 
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April 2l 
Barbeau, Marius ALASKA BECKONS 7 Caxton 


$4.50 
Historical, ethnographical, personal investigation of sources, traditions 
of Alaska - but of focussed regional interest rather than general. This covers some 
quarter century of experience in the country and its material on history, myths, epics, 
as background for feeding current curiosity and interest in Alaska. This connects 
past and present and provides an amplification for recent how and what to do books 
about the country.....There are better books on Alaska. Illustrated by Arthur Price. 


Barnouw, Erik HANDBOOK OF RADIO WRITING Little, Brown. 
$2550 3.00 
This book really gets down to business- no glamorizing, generalizing, hocus 
pocus, but the bare bones of how to write for radio. Techniques, development of tools, 
narration devices, dialogue, taboos, sound devices. He discusses the various types of 
commercial drama, public service drama, variety show sketches, documentaries, radio poe- 
try, syndicated material for local stations, continuities, women's serials, children's 
programs, local interest play-ups, etc. This is not a book for someone who is green 
about writing to sell, but rather a practical book about how to change your pattern- 
develop new tools. The final section deals with format, rights, and so on. The main 
text is followed by a script for Hacbeth on the Air. And the instructions and sugges- 
tions throughout are illustrated by bits from actual bits of radio writing. Glossary. 
Index. (The author is a radio writer and director and gives a course on radio writing 


at Columbia. ) 


Aprilee |S 
Odum, Howard W. THE WAY OF THE SOUTH Macmillan 
Towards a Regional Balance of America $3.00 


A protracted, florid biography of the South, by a well-known sociologist, 
who attempts to explain a way of life, social, economic, historical, bi-racial, in 
socioanthropological terms. Mr. Odum records the development of the South, its folk 
ways of white supremacy, its historical and natural heritage, as the normal progression 
from primitive to cultured society. He considers the Southern way of life one of Ameri- 
ca's few indigenous cultures, ani with due regard for the South's assets and liabilities, 
he proposes that the South be no longer regarded as a regional problem, but be extrica- 
ted from its low standard of living through planned, Federal aid. A strangely amor- 
phous, lyrical piece of scientific inquiry for Southern consumption. I question whether 
the average reader in other parts of the country would find it provocative of interest. 


Conant, James B. ON UNDERSTANDING SCIENCE Yale 
$2.00 
The President of Harvard University, a noted scientist himself, offers a 
provocative and stimulating challenge to the teachers of college science in this series 
of lectures delivered at Yale. He evaluated present-day methods of science teaching 
and finds them wanting in one important respect- that plenty of facts get across in 
the correct sequence, but very little of the scientific method. He suggests the esta- 
blishment of a course "The Tactics and Strategy of Science" in which the thinking 
rather than the achievements, of certain scientists of the 17th and 18th century 
scientists (Boyle, Torricelli, Galvani and Volta, among others) are analyzed. Enough 
of the actual material for such a course is presented to make a good case for its in- 
clusion in college curricula. An excellent bibliography adds to the value of the 
book for science teachers and scientists. é 
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April 22 


Monlin, Chiang TIDES OF WESTERNIZATION Phe 
3.50 

An acute, perceptive commentary on the transforming of China, and the humble, 
ordinary memoirs of a life well spent, in the autobiography of historical reminiscen- 
ces by the Chancellor of Peking University. Born at the time of the Sino-French war, 
after Britain had cut China off from Burma, the author's life has spanned the greater 
part of the invasion of China by the West, has felt the repercussions of business, and 
prior to that missionary invasion. He was in Shanghai when the Boxer Rebellion broke 
out; he worked with the Sun Yat Sen revolutionaries while he was studying in Califor- 
nia and New York. He returned to China as a disciple of Westernization, to participate 
in the student rebellions, the revolution, the rise of Chiang, the Japanese invasion. 
He records the wartime migration of universities, trips to Burma, Manchuria, Korea, 


Japan. 
G 
April 2>— 


Crossman, Richard PALESTINE MISSION: A Personal Record ‘aie 
2.79 
A companion piece- the other side of the picture- for Bartley Crum‘s BEHIND 
THE SILKEN CURTAIN (Simon & Schuster- see P. 84). Crossman was the one member of the 
British contingent in the Anglo-American Joint Committee of Inquiry of whom Crum 
speaks most often. Crossman here tells his own personal story of how circumstances, 
what he saw and felt, molded and changed his opinion, which, at the start, were al- 
most wholly pro-Arab. He presents some interesting arguments showing how the history 
and the temperament of the two peoples- English and American- made differences of 
opinion inevitable. He criticizes the Americans almost as severely as Crum criticized 
the English- calling them one sided and self righteous (and not without supporting 
evidence). His analysis of many contradictions in Zionism, the elements that lead 
to anti-Semitism, are provocative and somewhat disturbing. Again and again, his ex- 
periences parallel closely those described by Crum, and he and his fellow members were 
reluctantly won over to agreement endorsing immediate entry for the 100,000 D.P.'s 
with partition as a long range plan. He speaks openly of the perils of the transition 
years, and sees the Arab position much more clearly than does Crum. But somehow, his 
book lacks the fire of conviction; one feels the somewhat coldly analytical detach- 
ment that robs his words of the fighting spirit which is so characteristic of the other 


book. 
Marth dtrrdone 5/7 
Hale, William H. THE MERTCAT AOVENTORE Harper 


pir deediuny >The Curt Br pte $3.50- O° 
A western of the United oa s that is a strictly personal interpretation 


‘of our story, that aims for the answers to the questions of why things have happened 


the way they did. It emphasizes the climates of thinking, the overall picture of the 
eras, the high points of our development, the threats to the people's rule. It further 
underlines our responsibilities, that have grown through the years, whether our promise 
of world importance will be fulfilled in reality, whether it will be good luck or good 
thinking that will pull us through...Following events chronologically but relating them 
to past and future, this gives a blend of history and analysis that, closely read, pro- 
vides argumentative material- fresh interpretation of too complacently accepted facts. 
Interesting in its sustained theme, its handling of its arguments. ; 


Meredith, Douglas HOW TO BUY A HOUSE my 
2.50 
Pocketbook practicalities, not the aesthetics, of home ownership, largely 
directed to the lower income level. This shows what must be considered:- factors of 
depreciation, obsolescence, neighborhood and market values; the kind of house you 
should buy; types of new houses; lay-outs; lots; equipment; location. Then how much you 
should pay, and how finance it, with as much down as possible; types of lending insti- 
tutions and loans; financing construction, kitchen equipment. Finally legal data on 
closing, clearing of title, types of insurance, etc. Advice in sensible terms. 
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April 23— g/ 


Roberts, Penfield THE QUEST FOR SECURITY Harper 
$400 3 

This new volume in the Rise of Modern kurope series gives a broad picture 

of European history from 1715 to 1740 that goes beyond political-military events to 

evaluate social, economic, religious, scientific and artistic development. Excellent 

editing has resulted in a crisp, vivid style. Important factors common to all of Eu- 

rope determine the divisions of subject matter, with the resultant cohesiveness of 

@ panorama rather than separate national portraits. The period described was one of 

exhaustion and recovery after the wars cf Louis XIV. It was a period of shifting all- 

jances, treaties, quarrels, bargains, intimidations to establish a balance of power. 

It was a period of economic progress based on improvement of old methods, the begin- 

ning of modern commercial methods. The author discusses the quasi-feudal leadership 

of the Old Regime; the administration of justice and patronage, the provisions for 

the poor, the insane, the criminal; court manners and etiquette; the fine arts; political 

leaders; the beginnings of modern engineering. He traces the pattern of rebellion 

among intellectuals, their question of ecclesiastical authority and the divine right of 

kings. At the close of the period, the precarious balance collapsed; Europe was again a 

battlefield. 54 illustrations. Extensive and classified bibliography. 


Reddig, William M. TOM'S TOWN on —_— 
) 3-75 
* The colorful saga of the rise and fall of the Pendergast machine in Kansas 


City - a book that shouldn't be missed by any who have an interest in the past of 

these United States or in politics. Reddig has a fantastic tale to tell...albeit not 
too complimentary to American politics as a system..and he makes the most of it. His 
reporter training has stood him well for getting the most out of personalities and 
anecdotes, and keeping his story going at a keen and absorbing pace. The personalities 
of Jim and Tom Pendergast dominate the tale, but there's still room to get a good look 
at their equally magnificent opponents, William Rockhill Nelson, owner of the Kansas 
City Star and Joe Shannon, rival leader of the split Democratic Party, not to mention 
the whole machine -- little guys and men who became national figures on Washington with 
their loyalties still tightly bound to their old home town and their bosses. A tale 

of politics as an all absorbing pastime, pointing up the tragedy that the man in the 
street can’t find his politics as fascinating as the bosses; a tale of scandals and 
brawls and notorious trials and genial Irish bosses ruling their followers from their 
saloons,- Jom's Town makes fascinating reading and is a beautifully executed piece 

of American civic history. (Mr. Truman as a Pendergast man comes into the finale with 
a bow for his loyalty and a slight slam at his professed liberalism. ) 


April 24 


De Rougemont, Denis THE LAST TRUMP one 

2.00 
In letter form, a discussion of the new era after the atom bomb, that era 

in which war was obsolescent, annihilation threatening. This is a correlated commentary 

in relation to the bomb; the morality - or immorality- of its use; the opinion of the 

scientist, which has displaced that of the general; the possibility of achieving peace, 

through world federation- and the fact that we are not achieving it; the conclusion that 

the answer lies not in the control of the bomb, but in the control of man...The author 

is a Frenchman of internationalist intellectual stature..Limited market to intellectuals. 


Corwin, Norman UNTITLED and Other Radio Dramas V Holt 
$3.00 
Originally reported P. 340 - last August - as follows: “I finished reading 
this collection of some 14 radio dramas just as the news came that Corwin had been 
awarded the One World globe-circling trip. Evidence is here that the award was merited - 





2 











rT 





| February 15, 1947 Non-fiction -121- 


for, in his chosen medium, he bears witness to his deep conviction that the conscience 

of art must be vocal in support of “one world". This collection is very much Norman Cor- 
win, for each play is followed by author's notes on how and why it was written, and 
briefly some comments on production. The Plays themselves were, in the main, chosen from 
those written under the series /assport for Adams (Tel Aviv, Moscow, There Will be Time 
Later, etc.) or from the 22 he did under "Columbia Presents". A few are fantasy, whimsy, 
light satire; most of them have an underlying theme of serious import; all show a varied 
talent, a brilliant gift of dialogue and the bon mot." 


April 24 


McPartland, John SEX IN OUR CHANGING WORLD mage 1 
2.7) 

A showing up of our sexual life from the bedroom to the motel, this is a 
blunt, sharply phrased history of sex from the don‘t touch me, don't mention it taboos 
of the last century, to today when chastity and virginity have declined and the divorce 
rate has risen. Thirty years ago and the age of innocence and ignorance, to the carni- 
val days of the ‘20's when sex replaced love, was sex for sin’s sake, on to the ‘30's 
when the economics of depression toned down loose living, women became women, sex 
resumed a normal trend. Sex of the war years, one night wives, faithless wives, allot- 
ment wives; the influence of radio, movies, automobiles; the fetish of pleasure, speed, 
comfort; our divorce situation-"an unholy mess"- with six out of ten marriages in 1946 
hitting the courts; birth control; prostitution; homosexuality; sex crimes; books, 
movies, clothes, all reflecting the Barnum business in breasts; types of males- and 
some representative interviews. A commentary which is social summary, not a moral 
critique. Entertaining and challenging. 


April 25 


Brown, Eve CHAMPAGNE CHOLLY: Jhe Life & Times of Haury Paul rer 
3-75 

The highest paid society editor in the world - as seen by his secretary=- 
Maury Paul is known to Hearst readers of the American as "Cholly Knickerbocker, to 
readers of the Evening Journal as Billy Benedict, to still other colum addicts as 
Dolly Madison or Polly Stuyvesant, - a four ringed circus. This is an inside portrait 
of an inside gossip, from his early artless mistakes, to his position as reporier with- 
out a libel case, generally accepted bon vivant. The heyday of the ‘20's, when the 
self-styled "Mr. Bitch" pursued the glamorous, gossipy targets, the debs, charity func- 
tions, Macy’s Fifth and Park Avenue and Cafe Society, the Old Guard, the balls, the op- 
penings = here is name value as well as inside tattler reclame.... Paul initiated his 
gala style, omniscient prophecies, before the Winchell era. This is unimportant save 
as a footnote to an era. This manages a hardboiled - and appreciative appraisal, stress- 
ing the ephemeral immortality of the social spheres. Snob appeal- and I don't mean 
intellectual. 


Levert, Lee U.S.N.R. | FUNDAMENTALS OF NAVAL WARFARE 5~/ yp Macmillan 


$5.00 

Intended for the general reader, this is a plea for better understanding of 
the facts about naval warfare in order to support security measures. Ships and bases 
need trained personnel=- the cost of unpreparedness is high. Here is a summary of the 
history of war, of weapons, of ships, of battles. Here is a discussion of the tactics of 
shore installations, base planning, harbor defense, employment in naval warfare, amphib- 
ious warfare, engineering problems, staff work, logistics, etc. He carefully avoids any 
implication of personal bias, speaking only rarely of specific officers. He presents 
sample problems in planning and execution of plans to illustrate his points. He feels we 
have reached the twilight of carriers, as such, and presents the ideal ship-a combina- 
tion of a battleship and a carrier, in one. This is primarily a book for students of 
strategy and tactics, of naval warfare- and for armchair admirals. 
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April 25 
Hecht, Selig EXPLAINING THE ATOM 3 Viking 
* There are a number of popularizations on this subject on the market, “re 


is one of the very best. The author, a professor of biophysics at Columbia, achieves 
just the right degree of simplification to be clear and interesting without the sacri- 
fice of essential material, No attempt is made to cajole the reader into believing that 
here is the whole story of the atom, but enough of the basic ideas are presented to round 
out a pretty clear picture, even for the young adult with next to no scientific back- 
ground, This book does as good a job in its field as the Einstein-Infeld The Evolution 
of Physics Gia for the quantum theory and relativity, Professor Hecht mst be a topnotch 
teacher, if one can judge from the clear, logical progression of theory and Ee. 


evidence that he derives from a complex subject. 


Jf 


April 29 Va 
Campbell, John W, THE ATOMIC STORY | Holt 


$3. 
Three times postponed- now scheduled for this date, Reported 11/1/46:- “The 
layman's story of atomic energy from the time of Democritus to 1945's exploding of the 
bomb over Hiroshima, Campbell traces the developments in chemistry and physice, from 
Dalton's atomic theory, to Becqueral's recognition of atomic energy, Bohr's discovery 
of the nucleus, etc, to the U.S, Manhattan Project. He interprets the contributions 
of Columbia, the University of Chicago, Harvard, M,I.T.,, and the University of Calif- 
ornia in revealing, without divulging any secrete, how the engineering feat of the 
atomic bomb was achieved. And here are the results of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
bombe, peacetime potentiality of atomic energy, atomic diplomacy, ite effect on war- 
fare, A layman's definitive handbook which presupposes a basic knowledge of chemistry 


and physics," 
April. 27? 


Ingells, Douglas THEY TAMED THE SKIES . : i 
3 50 
Here is a book written by someone who mows aviation and knows how to write 
about it dramatically. With Wright Field, in Dayton, as base of operations, the story 
fans out over the world to encompass aviation history, Ingells makes his accounts of 
scientific achievement in aviation as exciting as his descriptions of fantastic escapes 
from death, incredible courage in testing new equipment. Pilots, engineers, civilian 
experts and G,I.'s are the heroes of his story. Even the barnyard aces- animals who 
acted as stand-ins for men in high altitude flying tests - rate a chapter, The book is 
filled with revelations of developments made during the war:- development of air tunnels, 
serial armament, parachutes, radar and VHF, aerial color photography, automatic pilots, 
jet propulsion, improvements in design and equipment, the proving grounds that played so 
vital a part in our bombing raids, Ingells goes on to tell of the effect of airplane 
development on industry, how new designs, new appliances used during the war are being 
adapted for use in hames, A particularly revealing chapter tells of the aerial progress 
made by Germany and reported on by scientists now in custody, The one wealmess of the 
book is the author's forma for peace, showing a country bristling with armament. 


Karaka, D.F. 3 I'VE SHED MY TEARS S45 “/9 Anrleten-Seaties 
| 3.00 
* A powerful and important book presenting the New India with its new values, 
new direction and strength. No study in philosophy nor mysticism, this is a hard-hitting, 
factual story by a newspaperman of the awakening of 400 million people, a story of the 
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unbelievable poverty, of how Gandhi became their voice, and “India for the Indians" 
their cry. As a young journalist, Oxford-trained, Karak covered Indian politics; 
during the war he traveled through the Middle East, Europe and the United States. 
Through the years he has attended meetings of the Congress party, talked with leaders, 
and gives revealing sketches of not only Gandhi, but Nehru, Bose, Gaffar Khan, Jinnah 
whom he thinks personally ambitious, Himself a Parsi, he manages to keep an objective 
viewpoint and reports what he sees and knows, He admits the barriers to freedom be- 
cause of ignorance, superstition, clash between Hindus and Moslems. He describes the 
choice India was forced to make between helping those oppressed by the fascists- or 
helping the hated British, who practised barbarism on the Indians equal to what the 
Nazis were doing in Germany, The Indians retaliated by putting to use information 
they picked up over BBC, blowing up bridges, making bombs. Karaka tells the inside 
story of the tragic Bengal famine of 1943, But not all of his book is diatribe 
against the British, He writes delightfully of his family, of the emancipation of 
Indian women, the “lost generation” of Indians, the physical, religious, temperament- 
al differences between Moslems and Hindus, and gives a frank appraisal of the Congress. 
Fascinating reading, and one every informed American should read for better under- 
standing, 


Late April 


Moon, Bucklin THE HIGH COST OF PREJUDICE anal 
2.50 

"As long as we have no solution for the Negro problem we have no solution for 
the minority problem.. And so long as our false concepts of racial superiority continue, 
the Negro can never be an American.... Americans can never be free men." - With this 
summation, Bucklin Moon throws down the gauntlet to so-called liberals everywhere. His 
book is a realistic, down-to-earth analysis of the Negro problem,- social and economic, 
indicating two main approaches to solution=- face the issue of segregation, and use all 
the tactics at our disposal (legal, legislative, social, religious, labor, politics) to 
override it. But first make sure we want to solve what is our problem. Study of race 
relations should be consolidated; the fallacies of legend exploded; the facts regarding 
jim crowism, low wage, schooling, costs in crime, in efficiency, in transportation ex- 
plored; the costs in violence studied. Cold facts=- without melodrama- in succinct, 
challenging terms. 

Two Late Comers 


Rutledge, Archibald GOD'S CHILDREN Bobbs pct 

3.00 

Another in Rutledge’s mellow Carolinian portraits- this concentrates on the 

Negro workers on his plentation, is a combination of individual stories, incidents, 
local lore and Carolina land, Here in sympathy,understanding, appreciation are the 
Negroes at Hampton, as Rutledge hae known them his life long, as he learned to value 
their friendship and character from his slave~owning father, A companion volume to 
Home. By The River, which was the story of Hampton Plantation, this is also illustrated 
with photographs by Noble Bretzman, (Publ. ) 


Gilbert, W.S. PLAYS AND POEMS Random reign 

Reissue of the delightful 1932 edition, with preface by Deems Taylor (appreci- 
ation, biographical commentary, and some personal reminiscences of the place Gilbert and 
his famous collaborator played in Taylor’s background), Warren Chappell designed the 
jacket, but the text throughout is illustrated with "Bab" sketches- Gilbert's own 
classic accompaniment to classic text. Fourteen of the operas are here, three other 
Gilbert plays, all the Bab ballads.... A beautiful piece of book-making. (2/28) 
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Haien, Jeannette Michael RIP VAN WINKIE’S DREAM (3/20) Doubleday 
° $2 .50 
Cunningham, V. V. THE JUDGE IS FURY (uf16) SH 6/1 Maree 
| $2.00 

Swift, Hildegarde Hoyt NORTH STAR SHINING (Publ. ) Morrow 

[ll 'd by Lynd ward $2.50 

Murray, Joan POEMS: 1917-19h2 (5/20) Yale 

$2.50 


American poetry seems at the moment to be mlling arourd in the “promising" 
stage, and often has not reached even that. A number of minor voices are given out- 
let and the recognition of publication with but the meagrest chance that they would 


or should command an audience, 


At the moment, four volumes are at hand, only one of which could honestly 
be called promising", This is POEMS -1917-1942 by Joan Marray, published as one of 
the Yale Series of Younger Poets, and it cannot be called promising in connection 
with the author's talents, as she died at the age of twenty five- but promising only 
in relation to the body of current American verse, This is a body of free verse, 
extremely personal, melodious and thoughtful, Often obscure, it nevertheless con- 
tains the seeds of real poetic gift,- intensity, melody and personal depth of feeling. 
In one poem, at least, the poet breaks through to a clear, poetic statement - in 
Orpheus. This is a very fine poem, indeed, and one can easily imagine it set to 
music in a chorale by one of our modern musicians, The volume will command a small 


but interested attention, 


Less can be said for AIP VAN WINKLE'S DREAM by Jeannette Michael Haien, 
a long, prolix poetic rendering of the Rip Van Winkle tale, already dull enough, and 
now made duller and more pretentious by this form, It is unbelievable to me how some- 
one who indubitably loves the Hudson and Sleepy Hollow region can so fail to render 
its essential quality in the long descriptions which make up the greater part of the 
poem, Never in the whole length of it would one say- "Ah exactly", In the end one 
comes to Rip’s dream, the period between 1770 and 1790 when the American Kevolution 
was in the making and made. Granted the current interest in American folklore and: 
the vogue for reworking many an old tale, I can see very little of value or interest 
in this particular rehash, It has neither historical, local nor poetic appeal. 





Less as a poet of promise than as a skillful writer who all but achieves 
his intention, is J.V. Cunningham in THE JUDGE IS FURY, a small volume of paradoxical 
poems and poetic epigrams., These verses are a curious blend of a fine skill in rather 
old-fashioned technique combined with most modern intellectual, irresolute and faith- 
less point of view, Often the versification is limid, delicate and elegant, almost 
recalling Andrew Marvel, as in the really charming “The Chase” where the psychological 
insight is also keen and pointed, More often the poems disappointingly fade to nothing- 
ness, and the promise and intensity of the first verses slide down in the last to ob- 
security and lack of fulfillment. This book will attract a few cultivated readers but 
it has no large appeal, It raises but does not give promise, 


As for NORTH STAR SHINING by Hildegarde Swift, this volume can scarcely 
be classed at all as serious poetry. Some very fine colored illustrations by Lynd 
Ward of various famous Negroes and outstanding moments in Negro history are accompan- 
ied by rhythmic textual explanations by Miss Swift. The feeling for the Negro is 
sincere, Not poets but persons interested in this burning racial issue of our day will 


provide the market for this book, 





Mary Churchill 








e 





Harper 


February 15, 1947 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward-McAnn 
Lieferant, H. & S. - SEVEN DAUGHTERS- definite date 3/17 
Stonestreet, Nancy- BLUE REMEMBERED HILLS~- definite date 3/17 
John Day 
Burnham, James- STRUGGLE FOR THE WORLD- definite date 3/17 
Coomaraswamy, A.K.- AM I MY BROTHER'S KEFPFR- definite date 3/13, Price 
from $2.00 to $2.25 
Hackett, Francis- ON JUDGING BOOKS- definite date 4/24 
Pratt & Moore- RUSSIA-~ definite date 4/10 
Doubleday 
Boylen, Margaret C.- CROW FIFLD- price from $2,50 to $2.75 
Case, Robert Ormond- THE EMPIRE BUILDERS- price from $2.75 to $3.00 
Feikema, F.- THIS IS THE YFAR- price from $2.75 to $3.00 
Holstius, Fdward- ANGFL’S FLIGHT- price from $2.75 to $2.50 
Lane, Ferdinand C.- THE MYSTFRIOUS SEA- from 3/27 to 4/10 
Lewis, Janet- THE TRIAL OF SOREN QUIST- price from $2.75 to $2.50 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Lee, Clark- ONF LAST LOOK AROUND- postponed indefinitely 
Dutton 
Brown, Frederic- THE FABULOUS CLIPJOINT- from 3/17 to 3/% 
Vidal, Gore- IN A YELLOW WOOD- definite date 3/17 
Farrar, Straus 
Banbal, Marie L.- HOUSE OF MIST- definite date 3/24 
Cabell, James B.- LET MF LIE- definite date 3/24 
Gilbert, G.M.- NUREMBERG DIARY- from 3/26 to 4/30 
Levi, Carlo- CHRIST STOPPED AT EBOLI- definite date 4/18 
Lewisohn, Ludwig- THE CASE OF MR, CRUMP~ definite date 3/28 
Wilfred Funk 
Miles, Lester F,- THE FASY WAY TO GET WHAT YOU WANT- definite date 3/10 


Davie, M.R.- REFUGEES IN AMERICA~ price from $3,50 to $4.50 ° 
Frtz, Susan- MARY HALLAM- definite date 3/12 3 
Holt 

Fulop-Miller, R.- Titl+ from THE BRAT to SING, BRAT, SING- definite date 4/21 
(J) Potter, Russell- LITTLE RED FERRY BOAT- postponed to fall 

Wertenbaker, C.- WRITE SORROW ON THE EARTH- definite date 4/17 
Houghton, Mifflin 

Davis & Havighurst- FATHER OF TH# MAN- from 3/25 to 4/10, ~ from $3,00 

to $2.75 

Hickok, E,M.- THE QUIZ KIDS- from 1/18 to 2/18, $2.50 is the correct price. 

Macdonald, A,- DESIGN FOR ANGLING- from 3/20 to 3/25 

Schorer, Mark- THE STATE OF MIND- from 3/4 to 3/11 

Teodorescu, E.C,- MERRY MIDWIFE- postponed to 2/2 

Yates, H,- 70 MILES FROM A LEMON- from 2/26 to 4/8. reg from $4,00 to 

3,00 

Macrae-Smith 

Taber & Kistner- FLOWER ARRANGING FOR THE AMERICAN HOMF- from $2.50 to $2.75 
McKay 
(J) Aleksander, I.- THIS IS RUSSIA- price from $3.50 to $3.00 
(J) Lewiton, N,~ THE DIVIDED HEART- from 2/? to 4/1. Price from $2.00 to $2.50 
(J) Whitney, P.- WILLOW HILL- from Reynal & Hitchcock to this publisher, Price 
from $2.00 to $2.50, Date from 2/15 to 3/15 
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CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE (Cont. ) 


Putnam Page 
Banks, Polan- CARRIAGE ENTRANCE- definite date 3/28 ky 
Brockelman, Carl- THE HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC PEOPLES- from 3/? to 4/25 5) 
Caldwell, J.B.- INTRODUCING ALASKA- definite date 3/14 54 
Hinshaw, David- EXPERIMENT IN FRIENDSHIP- definite date 3/28 55 
Keith, Sir Arthur- EVOWTION AND ETHICS- definite date 3/1} 55 
Shelley, E.M.- BIRD DOG TRAINING- definite date 3/28 55 

Random House 
Woods, Ralph-fd. THE WORLD OF DREAMS- from 4/14 to 3/31 94 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Jones, Sally- THE LIGHTS BURN BWE- from 3/5 to 3/21, Price from $2.50 to 


$2.75 74 
Nunn, Guy- WHITE SHADOWS- price from $2.50 to $2.75 76 
Olson, Charles- CALL ME ISHMAEL- from 3/17 to 3/21 27 
Sansom, William- THREE- from 4/7 to WAN 77 
Scribner 
Anonymous- DARK SIDE OF THE MOON- definite date 2/24 635 
Briffault, Robert- NEW LIFE OF MR, MARTIN- definite date 2/24 » 626 
Finlay, Lucile- THE COAT I WORE- definite date 3/17 4 
Saunders, Clare- DESIGN FOR TREACHERY- definite date 2/24 629 
Wilcox, F.B,~- Ed. A LITTLE BOOK OF APHORISMS- definite date 2/24, Price from 
$2.50 to $2.75 25 
Simon & Schuster 
Langley, Dorothy- M2, BREMBLE'S BUTTONS- definite date 4/11 80 
Stewart 
Eagleson, H .M.- LAUGHING INTO GLORY- price from $2.50 to $2,00- date from : 
2/2? to 5/%. Religious Book Club for May 65 
Vanguard 
Fisher, Vardis- ADAM AND THE SERPENT- definite date 3/25 4d 
Kling, E.B. & S.G.- THE MARRIAGE READER- definite date 3/25 55 
Vocational Guidance Research- OUTDOOR JOBS FOR MEN- definite date 3/25 55 
Viking 
Bode, Carl- &d.. THE PORTABLE THOREAU- definite date 3/7 91 
Gordon, Ruth- YEARS AGO- from 3/? to 4/25 : 56 
Hellman, Lillian- ANOTHER PART OF THE FOREST- definite date 4/4 56 
Waller, Leslie- SHOW ME THE WAY- definite date 4/11 80 
Whittlesey 


Budenz, Louis F.- THIS IS MY STORY- from 3/17 to 4/30 5-1 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Beim, Lorraine BENJAMIN BUSYBODY Harcourt, Brace 
$d FS 9 S| 

Not so unusual a book as her Two Is 4 Team, but a pleasant and surely pop- 
ular picture and story book about the kinds of things small] boys find absorbing. Some 
of the things are everyday routine matters, such as brushing teeth; some are helpful 
and suggestive, as in drying the dishes, watering the plants, sweeping the porch, 
setting the table. There's even a bit of mischief-making to give it authenticity. And 
Benjamin, as pictured by Violet La Mont is a beguiling small boy. She is less success- 
ful with her adults. Three color. Cloth binding. (Publ.) 


Ernest, Edward PETER'S BIRTHDAY PARTY Oxford 
Pictures by Pelagie Doane $1.00 


Nothing particular distinctive about this routine text telling of Peter's 
fourth birthday, but the Pelagie Doane pictures in black and red carry the text along 
with detailed recording of the ritual of a happy birthday party,- presents, blind 
man's buff, hide and seek and ice cream and cake. The book is stocking size- board and 
paper bound- a gay little gift book. (2/20) 


Brown, Margaret Wise THE BAD LITTLE DUCKHUNTER rei 
1.50 

Nature gangs up on the little duck hunter, and makeshis day in the duck blind 

an utter failure. The mother duck nips him, the mosquitoes bite him, the wind blows 

his hat away, the clouds rain upon him and he ended the day with a conviction that there's 

no fun in going duck hunting. Nonsense tale with Clement Hurd pictures in two color- 

the background is a trifle off the line of child experience or interest but the develop- 

ment gives it some measure of general appeal. Paper and board binding. (3/15) 


Milius, Winifred HERE COMES DADDY . race 

1.25 

This was issued in 1944 in paper and board, and is now being reissued as ori- 

ginally planned, with heavy board and spiral binding. Children loved it from the 
start. For very small children, two and three years old, these pictures of recogniz-' 
able things seen on city streets,- coal trucks, bread wagons, moving vans, busses, 
junk man, street sprinkler - are greeted gleefully, and the postponement of Daddy's 
arrival gives a sense of fun and suspense. Flat color. (3/15) 


BOOKS TU READ ALOUD 


MacDonald, Betty MRS, PIGGLE-WIGGLE oe 
% 2.00 
The author of The keg and | has established a reputation as a topnotch story 
teller, so why shouldn't she be a "natural" when it comes to entertaining children- 
her own and others- with entrancing tales. Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle is a woman of talent. 
She knows how to make bad children good, and her amusing "cures" for common children's 
misdemeanors are very delightful sugar-coating to “how-to-be-good-little-girls-and- 
boys". Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle likes to have children dig for treasure among her petunias, 


« 127 - 















Books to Read Aloud, cont'd. -128- 





March 1, 1947 


try on her high heeled shoes, eat her goodies, play pirate (her husband was a pirate, 
you see). She has so many delightful customs it really is no wonder the children 
adore her. And it is a tribute to the author's skill that though these are undeniably 
tales with morals, the results are so hilarious and good-humored, the caricature 

‘so safe and unmalicious, that children and adults will laugh rather more than they 
learn, and learn more than they will admit. I shouldn't be surprised if Mrs. Piggle- 
Wiggle is here to stay. But I hope the next book won't be illustrated by Richard Benn- 
ett, who has a sort of grimness and datedness about his pictures that are out of key 


with the text. (3/26) 
















Williams, Jay EAGLE JAKE AND INDIAN PETE —, 
1.50 
A vapid little number about an Indian who hunted an eagle and an eagle who 
hunted an Indian, through the years. Then the Indian lost his feathers and the eagle 
found them; the enemies met and learned to appreciate each other. Coy adult humor and 
zany illustrations with the details children like may combine to give the book an impet- 
us it really doesn't deserve. Small format; pictures by John Burton Brimer in flat 
color, perishable paper and board binding. 42 pages. (4/2h) 





















Hurd, Edith Thacher HURRY HURRY Scott 
{lLl'd by Mary Dana Shipman $1.35 










Nonsense tale which proved its appeal in 1938, now reissued. Children enjoy 
stories where grownups are in the wrong and get punished, and Suzie didn't object at 
all when Miss Smith's incessant impatience got her into difficulties. She falls down 
a manhole; she gets stuck in an elevator between floors; she tumbles into a vat of glue 
in a factory - and Suzie only helps her out when she promises never to hurry again. 
Humorous pictures, which suggest the sort of thing children create, carry the chuckles 
along. Aside from the doubtful results of the story - for children who want a reason 
for procrastination- this is a-novel bit of humor at child level. (3/15) 



















Ipcar, Dahlov — ANIMAL HIDE AND SEEK . os 
1.50 
Animal camouflage - in the things small children look for when they walk in 
the woods and meadows. The pictures show small animalse and birds- and moths- and 
snakes, first as they appear apart from their background, and then as they lose them- 
selves among the leaves and grasses and trees. Here's a game of animal hide-and-seek, 
: a good first nature book to help children see for themselves. Boards. (3/15) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


Webber, Irma E. ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD Scott 
The Story of Plant & Animal Adaptation $1.50 
* This might follow on the heels of Animal lide and Seek, with the additional 


virtue of being done in vocabulary simple enough for third and fourth graders to read 

to themselves (while younger children will listen eagerly). This is her third book- 
(Travelers All and Up Above and Down Below/- and again a distinguished botanist has 
been able to convey to children some basic ideas about how plants and animals adapt 
themselves to climate and natural conditions, in all parts of the world. The pictures- 
decorative drawings in color for almost every page- are instructive as well. Board (3/15) 


8 to 11 -— FACT BOOKS 





ee Monsell, Helen Albee HENRY CLAY Bobbs-Merrill 
me} TR's: 
* The Boyhood of Famous Americans adds another to its list of excellent biog- 







raphical background books. Clay grew up in the years following the American Revolution 
and learned his political lore in the assembly that held such men as Washington and Jeff- 
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erson. The hearty and healthy life- debates with other young men of his age and inter- 
ests, the turmoil and excitement of an expanding South, vividly and able drawn. In 
content, this material would appeal to 12 and 13 year olds, but format would deter them 
from reading it. (April) 


TWELVE T0 FIFTEEN YEAR OLDS-Fiction 


Lucas, Eric VOYAGE THIRTEEN Young World Books 
* Excellent writing and attractive bookmaking distinguish this book by the 


author of Swamp Fox Brigade, which was intended for somewhat younger readers. This is 
the story of a voyage made in 1945, just as the war in Europe was ending. The thir- 
teenth voyage, with a cargo of explosives .and two green seamen, under draft age, make 
an uneasy, tense trip full of excitement. Rusty, who earnestly wants to be a seaman, 
works hard, makes good friends, and learns about ships, men, cargoes, the history of 
ship conditions, the union, race relations in a boiling sea, and some of the satisfac- 
tions of the job. To his chum, Salty, it looked like a hard row, and he had more 
trouble than Rusty, but he learned in spite of himself. Sharks, subs, storms, all keep 
the story rolling. At times the incidents seem more forced than in Swamp Fox Brigade, 
but the writing is good enough to hold it up. Ill'd. (4/1) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN YEAR OLDS-Non-fiction 


Stone, Adrienne HAWAII'S QUEEN LILUOKALANI Bio 
2.50 

There is fascinating material in this somewhat fictionized biography of the 
last Hawaiian Queen, but the style is so colloquial, so slapdash, that it robs the story 
of its essential drama. The baby - called "Lydia" - who was to be a queen was - accord- 
ing to Hawaiian custom, adopted into another family than her own, and brought up as a 
little princess, foster sister to little Bernice. She grew to be a romantic young girl; 
she married a white man, General Dominis, who had adopted the islands as his own, she 
saw the expanding power of the missionaries, of the encroaching American and European 
businessmen, the coming of new elements in the political climate of a country, elements 
alien to its customs, its traditions. Then she was chosen as heir by her brother, 
Kalahaua, elected King, and she succeeded him on his death, became Queen of a kingdom 
doomed to fall before the expanding colossus to the east. The new Queen went to Wash- 
ington to plead the cause of her people; while Cleveland was in the White House, the 
annexation movement was halted; under McKinley, the Hawaiian Islands came under the 
American flag. With this, a culture suffered slow death. This is a little known facet 
of our history, and deserves to be told. Illustrated by Raymond Lufkin. (April) 


Granick, Harry | UNDERNEATH NEW YORK ~~ 
3.00 
A very different type of book from the author's previous story, un, Run 
(Simon & Schuster-1941) - this is a tour of the city beneath a city - (specifically in 
this case New York) - of the vast underground machinery which helps make the heart of 
a city tick. All that science has contributed to the operation of life in a modern 
city is here traced:- plumbing, from watershed to faucet and down the drain; sewage and 
its disposal; heat, steam, electricity, gas; communications-from mail chutes to telegraph 
and telephone; fire alarm; burglary networks; transportation and traffic control; the 
subway systems ,- all these and more explained for aaa eee minded youngster; 
from invention through function and maintenance. ( 
’ yi bé 
Scribner 
$2.00 
The fairy godmother of the Girl Scout movement surely must have been more of a 
personality than the rather vapid woman whose figure emerges from this biography. The 
story of her life leads up to about one third of the book devoted to her work in organ- 


Pace, Mildred JULIETTE LOW 
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{zation of the Girl Scouts; the main body of the text tells of her life - from Sévannah 
during and following the Civil War- to England, and the great estate which her husband 
bought after their marriage. Her childhood days- one could wish for more of the flight 
to Chicago, only briefly mentioned ( and yet this is the one phase of her autobiography 
she completed ); the contrasts between the deprivations of the South during the war 

and the comforts of Chicago; the return to Savannah, where her mother's Chicago property 
provided wh@ewithal for reinstatement of her father's business, for the best of schools 
for herself and her sister. Then the glamour days of a Southern belle- and her marriage 
to a rich young Englishman - and the return to England, and life as a county aristocrat, 
a London court beauty, a hostess of fame. She was no longer young when a meeting with 
Sir Baden-Powell wakened her interest in the Boy Scouts, the Girl Guides- and from then 
until her death, she gave richly of herself and her wealth to the establishment of the 
movement- called “Girl Scouts" in America- in all parts of the world. As told by the 
biographer, it all seemed very casual and easy; one gets no sense of a really great 
organizer, a great woman coming to full stature. Rather you feel that it was again a 
hobby, as had been her painting, her sculpture, her porcelain work. One gets no feel- 
ing of the heart of the movement - rather, a sense of a wand waved, an organization 
born in full flower. It is a superficial, a sentimental approach to a woman whose name 
should carry inspiration. Too bad there isn't a better book for the backing of the 


Girl Scouts. (3/10) 


FICTIOWV FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Lansing, Elisabeth NANCY NAYLOR: Visiting Nurse Crowell 
$2.00 

Probably this is the last of this series, for Nancy Naylor gets to the altar 

in the final chapter. The months leading up to it conditioned her gradually to giving 
up her hospital appointment and settling into the Vermont village where her family had 


moved. She threw herself into the job of visiting nurse to soothe an aching heart; she 
gets involved in a mystery - and solves it; she reforms a haphazard Italian family; 

she has her ups and downs, but they don't add up to a book which contributes very much 
to the shelves of vocational advice on nursing. Sell as a story primarily. (April) 


Johnson, Enid BIG BRIGHT LAND , Messner 
Ill‘d by Anne Merriman Peck $2.50 


A colorful book - a well-sustained story for teen age boys and girls. The 
Merryweather twins face fairly substantial responsibility when they move from a com- 
fortable New England home to make a new home for their ailing father on an Arizona 
ranch. Jean is at first appalled by the primitive conditions she must face; John al- 
most thrown off balance at first by the demands of the new country, rises to his obliga- 
tions as he grows into young manhood. They make a new friend in Nat; they meet unusual 
people, and take big strides toward maturity. And when opportunity offers for return 
to the east, the twins realize that this has become their country, that the future holds 
the answers to their dreams. Good reading. (J.L.G.) (April) 


Van Lissel, Karen CONNIE: Theatre Director . Messner 
$2.00 
Connie, like many girls, wanted to go on the stage, but two years convinced 
her it was not her field. She was interested, however, in directing, so went to a 
small city in Michigan,and launched the Community Theatre there. The book: gives con- 
siderable insight and advice into the work of producing plays, making costumes, paint- 
ing scenery, making people act - and in addition, how to make friends and interest a 
community in such 4 project. John Golden's foreword, his suggestions as to links with 
public libraries, the Equity Library Theatre etc. give an authentic note. There's a 
heart throb too - though frankly the plot seems contrived, and the value of the book 
ies in its sound data on theatre direction as a career. (Publ.) 
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Ingells, Douglas THEY TAMED THE SKIES Apple ton-Century 
$3.50 

Ingells makes his accounts of scientific achievement in aviation as exciting 
as his description of escape, courage, and the pilcts, engineers, civilian and military 
experts who are the heroes of his story. Even barnyard aces rate a chapter. Revelations 
of developments during the war- effect on industry - aerial progress made in Germany and 
revealed by scientists in custody - all contribute to an absorbing book. (For full 
report see P. 122) (April) 


Mooers, Culvin N. & Charlotte Davis ELECTRONICS Bobbs-Merrill 
$2.50 
For young people with some background in physics, this exposition of electronic 
theory and its applications in radio, television, radar and industry is a good lucid 
job of popularization. (For full report see P. 117.) (4/11) 


Graham, Shirley THERE WAS ONCE A SLAVE Messner 
$3.00 
This is the story of Frederick Douglass, a Negro Slave who became one of the 
spearheads of emancipation, a forthright. spokesman for his people, The story starts with 
his early years as a slave; then his escape to New England, his friendship with great 
men and women- Lincoln, Garrison, John Brown, and- in Europe- O'Connell, Peel, Cobden, 
Bright; and the part he played in the cause of freedom. (Full report, P. 113) (3/20) 


Purdy, Claire Lee GILBERT & SULLIVAN Masters of Mirth & Melody errr 
, 2.90 
The gay collaborators who produced the most famous comic operas in the Eng- 
lish language are here presented in a successful addition to the biography shelf. 
Gilbert and Sullivan were as different as two men could be. Colorful, distinctive, indiv- 
idualistic, they were tied together by financial success - only to split on a minor issue 
late in life. The exciting and diverse early years, the Victorian world they conquer- 
ed, the men and women who shared their successes, are here depicted in colorful incid- 
ent and gay snatches of verse and melody that makes this good reading for Savoyard de- 
votees of all ages. A lively volume, illustrated in line by Eric Godal. (Publ.) 


Hecht, Selig EXPLAINING THE ATCM Viking 

$2.75 

One of the best popularizations there has been, as a professor of biophysics 

achieves just the right degree of simplification, without sacrificing essentials. IEn- 

ough of the basic ideas are presented to round out a pretty clear picture, even if the 
reader has almost no scientific background. (For full report see P, 122) (4/25) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS. AND TEACHERS 


Horowitz, Caroline A TREASURY OF PLAY IDEAS FOR TINY TOTS Ry 
1.00 
This makes the sixth volume taken from the successful Jreasury Series, | 
Some fresh material has been added, some earlier material expanded, some of the orig- 
inal material re-used. The same attractive format and fresh, easy to follow illustrations, 
in play ideas for toddlers and pre-school children, party games for the 2 to 6's; activ- 


‘ {ties for bed-days, all with inexpensive materials usually found in the home, 93 pp.(Mar.) 


Stevenson, Robert Louis SONGS WITH MUSIC From a Child's Garden of Verses Nelson 
Music by Rev, Thos, Crawford $1.50 


A reissue, with drawings by Margaret Turrant, of a dozen of the favorite Ste- 
venson poems set to music, simple enough to be used in most homes and schools. The diffi- 
culty of finding good songs for emall children makes the availability of this old favor~ 
ite welcome news. (4/9) 








